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5.    Potentilla reptans Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 499.
A peiennial creeping heib. Rootstock woody. Runners
30-60 cm., slendei, leafy at the nodes. As it lies on the ground it
is never more than 15 cm. high. Leaves digitately divided into 5
leaflets, stalked. Stalks 2.5-15 cm. long, slender. Leaflets 2.5-5 cm.
long, membranous, sometimes with very short stalks, obovate, or
mveisely lanceolate, toothed, blunt at the tips. Stipules small, oblong,
entire. Flower-stalk 2 5-10 cm. long, erect, solitary in the axils of
the leaves, 1-flowered, naked Flowers 1.3-2 cm. diam. Calyx-lobes
broad or narrow, sharp-pointed. Petals obcoidate, golden-yellow.
Achenes many, dark brown.
Distribution     N   temperate zone of Europe, N   and W. Asia, Afghanistan, Kashmir,
N   China, Japan, Abyssinia
The herb is astringent and febrifuge. It is reputed in Annam
for its a&tnngent root,
In Europe, the root is given as an astringent in the forms of
powder, infusion, or extract. The watery infusion of the herb is
used for diarrhoea, looseness of bowels, etc.; externally, as an
astimgent lotion.
In Tuscany, the plant is used as a haemostatic.
Catalan: Cinch en rama, Peu de rata—; English: Cinquefoil,
Fiflef, Five-finger-blossom, Five-finger-grass, Five-fingers, Five-leaf,
Five-leaved-grass, Golden-blossom, Herb Five-leaf, Sink-field, Synke-
foyle, Tormentil—; French: Herbe a cinq feuilles, Main de Mars,
Neif de boeuf, Patte de pigeon, Pied court, Pipeau, Quintefeuille—;
Italian: Cinquefoglio, Pentafilo—; Languedoc: Frezie sauvage—;
Malta: Cieeping Cinquefoil, Cmquefogho, Frauli salvagga—; Spanish:
Cinco en rama, Potentila—„
6.    Potentilla fragarioides Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 496.
A perennial herb. Stems 5-30 cm. high, robust, erect or nearly
so, hairy. Leaves pinnately compound, 2.5-25 cm. long. Leaflets
5-11, often only 3 in the upper leaves, 1.3-2.5 cm. long, membranous
or rather leathery, ovate, or oblong-ovate, or obovate, lateral leaflets
gradually diminishing in size from the uppermost pair downwards,
end-leaflet 1.3-3.8 cm. long, teeth large, blunt or sharp-pointed, upper
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